
“Missional Ecumenism” meetings in Rome, Italy – March 9th -14th  
Deacon John Green 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Next week I’ll be traveling to Rome Italy and representing Emmaus Ministries (the ministry to men 
involved in prostitution in Chicago that I founded in 1990) in a series of conversations with various 
Protestant and Roman Catholic church leaders engaged in ecumenical dialog and theological reflection.  
Deacon Nate Bacon, a Roman Catholic Deacon (like myself) and member of InnerCHANGE (an 
ecumenical order among the poor) has gathered a group of people engaged in what we are calling 
“missional ecumenism”, that is, ministry by Roman Catholic and Protestant Christians working together 
among the poor.  We will be meeting with several key church leaders who are actively engaged in 
ecumenical dialog between various Christian communities.   At the end of this note is a list of attendees 
as well as a list of people with whom we will be meeting.  It is our hope to speak into the larger 
theological dialog that is going on between the Churches and to give witness to the grassroots level of 
ecumenical cooperation we have all experienced in our various ministries.  
 
I would appreciate your prayers for the success of this trip.  Specifically,  
- Pray that I will be a good representative of Emmaus Ministries in sharing how we have engaged in 

“missional ecumenism” among men involved in prostitution on the streets for the past 20 years. 
- Pray that I will have opportunities to share about my forthcoming book “Streetwalking with Jesus.”  

I’ll have a number of “galley” copies of the book with me to hand out.  I pray this will help promote 
the book among some new circles. 

- Pray for my wife Carolyn who will be home in northeast Ohio with our four young kids and my mom.  
I try to limit my travel to 3-4 days at a time because it’s hard on her when I’m gone longer than that.  
This 8 day trip will be a challenge for my family. 

 
If you want to read some updates as the trip unfolds, I will be posting to the blog at 
www.streetwalkingwithjesus.com  and on my Facebook page. 
 
Thanks for your prayers. 
 
In His Grip, 
Deacon John Green 
Founder, Emmaus Ministries 
 
Attendees: 
 
John and Deanna Hayes--Founder/ General Directors of InnerCHANGE, Anglican Church—London.  John 
is author of Submerge:  Living Deep in a Shallow World, (Regal, 2007) and chapter contributor to: Living 
Mission:  The Vision and Voices of New Friars, (IVP, 2010).  Personal ministry has included Cambodian 
Refugees, Latino gang youth, and Homeless in Los Angeles, African-American community in San  
Francisco, and Bangladeshi Community in East London. 
 
José Peñate--Director of San Francisco/Oakland InnerCHANGE ministries among gang members.  
Diaconate Candidate, Roman Catholic Archdiocese of San Francisco (2012 ordination).  Chapter 
contributor to: Living Mission:  The Vision and Voices of New Friars. Was formed in the Christian Base 
Communities in El Salvador 
 

http://www.streetwalkingwithjesus.com/


Darren Prince--Formation Director for InnerCHANGE, London, Anglican Church. Chapter contributor to:  
Living Mission:  The Vision and Voices of New Friars. Personal ministry includes over ten years with 
homeless youth in San Francisco. 
 
Deacon Nate Bacon--Director of Central America Initiatives, InnerCHANGE.  Quetzaltenango, Guatemala 
Roman Catholic Deacon of the Archdiocese of San Francisco, California.  Ecumenical Studies at 
Angelicum, 2008-2009.  Personal ministry has included gang and drug involved youth in San Francisco, 
Central American Refugees, and Faith-based Community Organizing. 
 
Deacon John Green--Founder of Emmaus Ministries--ministry among male prostitutes, Chicago IL and 
Houston TX.  Roman Catholic Deacon of the Archdiocese of Chicago. Emmaus, like InnerCHANGE is 
composed of Catholics and Evangelicals ministering in community together.  Author of book to be 
released in 2011, Streetwalking with Jesus, Foreword by Cardinal Francis George. 
 
Dr. John Armstrong 
Former pastor and church-planter, Reformed Church of America. Adjunct professor of evangelism, 
Wheaton College Graduate School, Chicago. Author/ Editor of eleven books, including his latest book, 
Your Church is Too Small (Zondervan, 2010), where he emphasizes, "Missional Ecumenism" as a way 
forward. Founder and President of ACT 3, focused on Christian Unity. 
 
 
People we will be meeting with between March 9th and the 14th in Rome: 
 
Fr. Gosbert Byamungu (Pontifical Council for the Promotion of Christian Unity, liaison from the Catholic 
Church to the World Council of Churches, and the Global Christian Forum) 
 
Fr. Juan Usma (PCPCU, liaison from Catholic Church to all Evangelicals and Pentecostals, and also 
oversees all the 'Western' branch of the PCPCU--i.e. all Reformation churches, and their descendents) 
 
Dame Mary Tanner--European President of the World Council of Churches 
 
David and Margie Richardson--Director of the Anglican Centre, liaison from the Archbishop of 
Canterbury to the Vatican. 
 
Dr. Teresa Rossi--Ecumenical Theologian, and member of International Roman Catholic-Baptist 
Dialogue, and very involved in Pentecostal-RC dialogue. 
 
Fr. Paul Murray- Professor of Spiritual Theology at the Angelicum University 
 
Fr. Fred Bliss, s.m. – Professor at the Angelicum University, and author of Catholic and Ecumenical: 
History and Hope 
 
The Caravita Community - Presenting a talk: “Missional Ecumenism at the Margins” to the Caravita 
Community 
 
Dr. Paolo Mancinelli--one of the leaders of the Sant Egidio Community. (www.santegidio.org) 
 


